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got a real leader on social questions whom they could
follow. When therefore a few weeks later he appealed
for a hundred thousand lire to help him in the education
of children in the undenominational schools, he obtained
within a week no less than a hundred and fifty thousand
lire.
But there was one thing that must have worried the
Cardinal a great deal. Coming as he did with hardly any
rest direct from Poland and the neighbourhood of Bolshe-
vism, intrigue and discontent, he could not have been
pleased to see the conditions in his own city of Milan,
Socialism had reached an extreme pitch and there were
bolshevistic efforts to get control of many of the factories*
Signor Mussolini was himself in Milan: his fascist organisa-
tion had its headquarters there. Cardinal Ratti must have
been able to study the fascist growth at first hand, as his
Secretary~to~be, Cardinal Pacelli, was later able to study
the rise of the Nazis, when he was Nuncio in Berlin.
There is nothing to show that Cardinal Ratti was in
contact with Mussolini at this time, but there is plenty to
show that the Fascist Party distrusted and disliked the
international teachings of the Catholic Church almost more
than Socialism* Cardinal Ratti did not himself feel that it
was impossible for agreement, nor probably did Signor
Mussolini, but the ordinary man in the street felt that if
both sides adhered to the doctrines they preached in
public, there would never be a compromise.
It was at this moment > towards the end of January, 1522,
that the Cardinal received the news of the sudden death of
Pope Benedict XV* The Cardinal had only been five
months in his Archdiocese of Milan, and he had only been
a Cardinal for seven months* Now he was called upon to